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 Throughout the 1990’s and 2000’s Adoptees have 
pushed for legislation allowing them access to 
Original Birth Records unsuccessfully 

 In May 2014, Governor Chris Christie signed S873, 
Amendments to the Vital Statistics Law, into effect 
with the stipulation of providing Birth Parents 
additional time state their contact preferences 

 Eight other States also have ‘Birthright’ laws which 
have been successfully implicated  

NJ ‘Birthright’ Law 



 Allows Birth Parents time to request redactions, 
contact preferences & supply a family history to be 
included in the original birth record 

 Allows Adoptees and other select individuals to 
obtain an uncertified copy of an original birth record, 
in addition to contact information and family history if 
provided by the Birth Parent 

What the Law Does



 Birth Parents can go to the State Registrar’s website 
to obtain forms to:

 Provide Contact Preference (REG-36A)

 Provide Family History (REG-36B)

 Redact Name & Identifying Information (REG-36C) 

 REG-36A and REG-36B should be submitted by Dec. 31, 
2016, REG-36C must be submitted by Dec. 31, 2016

Current Status of Implication



 Applicants can submit a Request for an Uncertified 
Copy of a Adopted Person’s Birth Record (REG-41) 
and payment at this time knowing that the expected 
processing date of request will be January 2017

 All requests will be processed through the mail, not in 
person!  Do not send anyone to Trenton!

Current Status Cont. 



 Access to the original birth records are limited to 
those eligible applicants including:

 Adult Adoptee;

 A direct descendent, sibling or spouse of the adopted 
person;

 An adoptive parent, legal guardian, or other legal 
representative of the adopted person; or

 An agency of the State or federal government for 
official purposes. 

Who is Eligible for Records



Where 
to Go



Adoption 
Information



Birth Parent 
Forms



REG-36A
Contact 
Preference

3 Page Form

Asks for basic information 
to help identify the birth 
record

Informs the Birth Parent 
that they can submit a 
revised REG-36A at any 
time and that they must 
also fill out a family 
history 



REG-36A
Cont.

Establishes who is filling 
out the document and 
their current information 



REG-36A
Cont.

Option A:
I would like to be 
contacted directly.

This option will allow the 
State to provide page 2 of 
REG-36A to the Adoptee

Birth Parents  are still 
required to fill out family 
history information



REG-36A
Cont.

Option B:
I would prefer to be 
contacted only through an 
intermediary

Birth Parents provide name 
of individual or agency so it 
can be provided to the 
Adoptee.

If an agency is listed the 
state will notify them that 
they have been designated 
an intermediary.  

Birth Parent must  fill out a 
family history



REG-36A 
Cont.

Option C:
I would not prefer to be 
contacted at this time.

Birth Parents are required 
to file a family history and 
update it every 10 years 
until the age of 40, and 
every 5 years thereafter



REG-36B 
Family 
History 

7 Page Form 

Asks for basic information 
to identify the birth 
record



REG-36B
Cont.



REG-36B 
Cont.

Asks for physical 
characteristics:
• Eye Color
• Weight 
• Hair Color 
• Skin Color
• Race 

Social Characteristics:
• Primary Language 
• Education Level
• Nationality 
• Ethnic Background

Medical:
• Blood Type



REG-36B
Cont.

Need to List the age and 
cause of death for:
• Mother 
• Father 
• Children 
• Grandparents
• Siblings
• Aunts 
• Uncles 



REG-36B
Cont.

Asks who had/has 
condition (self or relative) 

Leaves room for 
comments by the Birth 
Parents 

Lists various conditions by 
category:
• Heart
• Brain 
• Lungs
• Kidney 



REG-36B
Cont.

• Blood Disorders
• Joints 
• Endocrine 
• Mental 
• Skin
• Developmental 



REG- 36B
Cont.

• Neurological 
• Genetic
• Motor Deficiencies
• Cancer 



REG-36B
Cont.

Asks for Social & Cultural 
Information about Birth 
Parents:
• Drug & alcohol use 

during pregnancy 
• Relationship of Birth 

Parents 
• Special circumstances 

around the pregnancy 
• Birth Mother 

reproductive health

Also leaves space for the 
any additional information 
that the Birth Parent feels 
is important 



REG-36C
Redaction
Request

2 Page Form 

Asks for basic information 
to identify the birth 
record



REG-36C
Cont.

Requests contact 
information from the Birth 
Parent

Birth Parent can check 
what items they would 
like redacted form the 
original birth record

Can only redact their own 
information, not the other 
birth parents



Adoptee
Forms 

Information for Adoptees 
and the links to the 
Uncertified Copy Request 
for Original Birth 
Certificate (REG-41)  form 
and the directions can be 
found on the bottom of 
the New Records System 
page 



REG-41

Looks similar to the certified 
copy request form that the 
Local Registrars are all 
familiar with

Asks for basic information on 
the requester 

Required information to 
identify the record 

Additional information 
that would be helpful in 
identifying the record



REG-41 
Cont.

Clearly states this will not 
be legal copy but rather 
informational, uncertified 
copy

Fee is $25 for the first 
copy & $2 per copy 
thereafter 



REG-41 
Instructions

Explains:
• Who can apply

• Everything you need to 
apply

• Where to mail it to 

• What you will get



REG-41 
Instructions 
Cont.

How you will receive the 
record

Identification requirements 
for the Adoptee

Identification requirements 
for direct descendants, 
Siblings or spouse 

Identification requirements 
for an Adoptive Parent, 
legal guardian, or other 
legal representative 



 Locals are on the front lines & more visible to the 
public then the State Registrar so questions are 
expected 

 Older Residents who are technologically impaired 
may come to the Local for a greater understanding of 
law and/or to obtain forms

How this impacts the Local Registrar



Questions?


